A NEW ALOE FROM SOMALI REPUBLIC 
(FORMERLY SOMALILAND PROTECTORATE) 


By G. W. REYNOLDS 
(With Plates XIII and XIV) 


Aloe cremnophila Reynolds et Bally. Species nova, A. tororoanae 
Reynolds affinis, caulibus gracilioribus, basi multo ramosis, foliis immacu- 
latis, racemis grandioribus, bracteis grandioribus pedicellis aequilongis, 
planta tota pendenti differt. 


Planta pendens, caulibus e basi ramosis, 10—20 cm. longis, 8—10 
mm. diam. Folia 6—8, rosulata, anguste lanceolato-attenuata, 10 cm. 
longa, 2 cm. lata, patula, recurvula; supra glauco-viridula, basi plana, 
superne plana vel leviter canaliculata, immaculata; subtus convexa; 
marginibus dentibus deltoideis 2 mm. longis, 3—5 mm. distantibus 
munita. 

Inflorescentia simplex, 25—30 cm. longa, pendens, arcuato-adscendens. 
Pedunculus gracilis, 6 mm. diam. Racemus cylindrico-conicus, 10—12 
cm. longus, 54 cm. diam. Bracteae ovato-acutae, 10 mm, longae, 5 mm. 
latae, 5-nervatae. Pedicelli 1O—12 mm. longi. 

Perianthium coccineum, 25 mm. longum, cylindricum, levissime 
clavatum, circa ovarium 5 mm. diametro; segmenta exteriora per 5 mm. 
libera. Antherae 0—1 mm. exsertae. Stigma demum 1—2 mm. exserta. 
Ovarium viridulum, 5 mm. longum, 24 mm. diametro. (Plates XIII and 


XIV.) 


Hasrat: Somali Republic (formerly Somaliland Protectorate), on 
precipice faces near Daloh, 13 miles north of Erigavo, c. 10° 46’ N., 
47° 15’ E., alt. 6,500 ft., cult. Bryanston, Johannesburg, fl. 7 Oct. 1960, 


Reynolds 8450 B, holotype (PRE). 


Our new species was discovered by Mr. P. R. O. Bally in October 
1956 on cliff faces of the Daloh Escarpment, about 13 miles north of 
Erigavo at an altitude of 7,000 ft. Mr. Bally also found plants on rocks 
at Mait Escarpment, at 5,400 ft., but none was then in flower. 

Subsequently, on 12th September 1957, I also found plants on the 
precipice face at Mr. Bally’s locality, but again no flowers were available. 

Of several plants cultivated in my gardens at Bryanston, Johan- 
nesburg, only one stem produced an inflorescence in October 1960, and 
this enabled the description to be completed. 
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A. cremnophila appears to be nearest allied to A. tororoana Reynolds 
(from Tororo Rock in Uganda near the Kenya border) but differs in 
having slenderer stems, unspotted leaves, larger racemes, larger bracts 
as long as the 10—12 mm. pedicels, while the whole plant is pendent on 
cliff faces. 

The simple inflorescence is produced downwards with the raceme 
ascending, while it seems that the flowers open one at a time. Leaves are 
mostly rosulate, but sometimes the apical 5—10 em. of stems is sublaxly 
foliate. 


Description: Plant of shrubby growth, pendent on precipice faces, with 
stems 10—20 em. long, 8—10 mm. diam., many-branched from base. 

Leaves 6—8, rosulate, usually crowded at apex of stems, basally 
sheathing, narrowly lanceolate-attenuate, averaging 10 cm. long, 2 cm. 
broad at base, spreading, recurved; wpper surface grey-green, without 
spots or markings, flat low down, slightly canaliculate upwards; lower 
surface rounded, grey-green, without spots or markings; margins armed 
with deltoid rather pungent pale brown teeth that are 2 mm. long, 
3—5 mm. apart. 

Inflorescence simple, 25—30 em. long, at first pendent, then arcuate- 
ascending. 

Peduncele slender, 6 mm. diam., with a few sterile bracts below the 
raceme. 

Raceme cylindric-conic, 10—12 cm. long, 54 cm. diam., the buds 
grey-green tipped, denser, sub-erect, the open flowers scarlet, laxer, 
sub-pendulous. 

Bracts ovate-acute, 10 mm. long, 5 mm. broad at the middle, dirty- 
white, rather brittle, 5-nerved. 

Pedicels 10—12 mm. long. 

Perianth scarlet, turning yellowish-green at mouth, 25 mm. long, 
cylindric, very slightly clavate, basally obtuse, 5 mm. diam., across the 
ovary, thence trigonous upwards, the mouth wide open; outer segments 
free for 5 mm., the apices acute, slightly spreading; inner segments with 
a greenish keel in apical 5 mm., the apices more obtuse and more spreading 
than the outer. 

Filaments pale lemon, filiform-flattened, the 3 inner narrower and 
lengthening before the 3 outer, with their anthers in turn exserted 0—1 
mm. 

Stigma at length exserted 1—2 mm. 

Ovary green, 5 mm. long, 24 mm. diam. 
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Prate XIII. Aloe cremnophila Reynolds et Bally 
Plants on Daloh precipice, 13 miles north of Erigavo. Alt. 6,500 ft. 


Puate XIV. Aloe cremnophila Reynolds et Bally 
Raceme x 8/10, from a plant flowering in Johannesburg 
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